“Who Am I, O Lord God?”
Text: 1 Chr. 17:16 
Thesis: Sometimes men forget their place and “make” choices for God. 
Purpose: To exhort the congregation to consider if they are usurping the Lord’s authority. 

Introduction:
1. What some people do when dealing with God:
A. They get to thinking they know what God needs. 
a. Some believe they know what God needs to have done in worship (to improve it):
1) They add mechanical instruments of music.
2) They add humming to the singing.
3) They add hand clapping to the singing. 
4) They add drama to keep people’s interest.
5) They add singing to the Lord’s Supper. 
6) They add lifting up of hands, swaying, rolling, dancing, and fainting to the Worship. 
7) They add beautiful structures to worship in. 
8) They add spectacular displays to encourage people’s mood. 
9) They add air conditioning and padded pews to make people more comfortable. 
10) They add chalk boards, marker boards, sheet charts, or powerpoint to make the sermon more memorable. 
11) They add stories to keep people’s interest and make the sermon points easier to remember. 
12) They add a necessary structure of 3 points, an introduction, a conclusion, and a poem to make the sermon perfect. 
13) They add an invitation song to give people a chance to respond and encouragement to do so. 
14) They add a second service on Sunday to teach people more and provide a 2nd opportunity to worship. 
B. Some of these things are doctrinally wrong and unauthorized by the New Testament Scriptures.  Others of these things are matters of judgment, expediency, and opinion.  One thing they all share in common is that they are decisions men have made based upon desires men have had, but they are not commanded by God. 
Body:
1. The Request of David to build a “House” (Temple) for God (17:1).
A. David compared his living conditions to God’s (synecdoche?—the Ark of the covenant of the Lord). 
a. Cedar (1 Chr. 14:1 – From Hiram king of Tyre)
B. He thought it was wrong for the appearance of his house to great and the appearance of God’s house to be “pitiful” (in man’s eyes). 
a. Permanent VS Temporary.
b. Luxurious VS Basic. 
c. New VS Old. 
d. Grand VS Plain.
e. Large VS Small.
f. Expensive VS Cheap (relatively). 
g. Worthy of a King VS Worthy of a Sojourner. 
C. NOTE: God will condemn Israel for a similar situation (Hab. 1:4, 9).
2. The Release by Nathan (17:2).
A. “Do all that is in your heart” 
a. Make your actions according to your desires! 
b. How many preachers encourage people to do what feels good, what makes them happy, what they want to do--and even reassure them as Nathan did…
B. “for God is with you” 
[STAMP: God Approved!]
a. God approves [its claimed] of all the things we mentioned at the beginning of this lesson—according to someone, but He “authorized” none of them! 
b. Nathan gave assurance of God’s position without ENQUIRING ABOUT GOD’S POSITION!
c. Notice also the statement: “with YOU” and remember, approval of MAN doesn’t equal approval of the PLAN! 
d. Nathan was “presumptuous” and WRONG. 
e. Nathan exchanged his opinion of the idea for God’s!  
It sounded good to him --
It was a desire of a Godly man --
The godly man’s desire was noble --
It could only end up improving the people’s desire to worship God…  --
HOW COULD IT BE A BAD IDEA?!?
3. The Revelation of the Word of God (17:3).
A. The Standard, then, now, and always!
B. God said it, that settles it!
4. The Rejection of David’s plan (17:4).
A. God is often the God of “Shall not!”  
B. Yet rejection of the PLAN wasn’t rejection of the MAN, and God is going to make that obvious. 
5. The Reminder of God’s relationship to Israel (17:5-6).
A. 
6. The Revealing of God’s thoughts on having a permanent “house” & God’s plans for David’s “House” (17:7-15).
7. The Repentance by one who is humbled and unworthy (17:16-18).
8. The Recognition of God’s position and blessings (17:19-27).

Conclusion:
1. David had a desire. 
2. David’s desire was not Evil. 
3. David thought he had enquired from the right source—but he hadn’t.
4. David had good intentions. 
5. David assumed too much. 
6. David’s idea wasn’t rejected, but David was. 
7. David’s heart was able to be humbled and penitent. 
8. David was only permitted to do that which was authorized, and/or expedient. 
9. David was ultimately OBEDIENT. 
